Competition Briefing 2025/26 September 25 

MSCC Briefing sheet and Competition Schedule 25-26
To be read in conjunction with MSCC Competition Rules 2025-26

The club runs four internal club competitions per year (Competitions 1-4). Each competition night is made up of two competitions; one genre-based competition and one open competition. The open competition will be either Print or Dpi depending upon the schedule.  
In addition, there are a number of specialised competitions; UB the Judge, the Titchener Trophy, Challengers, Battle of the Sexes and the Picture of the Year competition. All are detailed below, in running order, with their respective hand-in dates and competition dates. 
2nd September 2025 ‘U B the Judge’ (formally Enprint) Small Open Print Competition 

This is our informal introductory competition of the season; a ‘small print’ competition asking for standard unmounted prints up to 18cm by 13cm (5 x 7ins) or 15cms by 15cms (6 x 6inches) square format 

You are asked to bring along up to five prints that will be randomly distributed on tables and through a knockout process will be ‘judged’ by members who pick their favourite images. 

The winner is announced on the night and will receive a certificate at the end of the year. 

30th September Competition 1: People PRINT and Open DPI 
(Hand-in date: 16th September 2025)

· People Prints including portrait and street photography 
· Open dpi to include any genre 

Up to two entries may be submitted for each section of the competition (print and digital) giving a maximum of 4 entries. No more than 2 images are permissible for each section. The competition will be externally judged and there will be places awarded from 1 – 5 with up to 4 Highly Commended images. Winning images (for clarity, those placed 1-5) will qualify for the overall picture of the year (POTY) competition.

4th November Competition 2: Open PRINT and Landscape DPI 
(Hand-in date 21st October 2025)

· Open Print to include any genre
· Landscape dpi including urban and rural landscapes 

Up to two entries may be submitted for each section of the competition (print and digital) giving a maximum of 4 entries. No more than 2 images are permissible for each section. The competition will be externally judged and there will be places awarded from 1 – 5 with up to 4 Highly Commended images. Winning images (for clarity, those placed 1-5) will qualify for the overall picture of the year (POTY) competition.

16th December 2025 The Titchener Competition: Flora and Fauna
(Hand-in date 18th November 2025)

Flora includes all plant life (and sometimes other non-animal organic matter, including microscopic organisms) such as trees, flowers, shrubs, mosses, and even microscopic plant life. 
Fauna refers to all animal life, from the smallest microscopic organisms to the largest mammals  
Up to two entries may be submitted for each section of the competition (print and digital) giving a maximum of 4 entries. No more than 2 images are permissible for each section. The competition will be externally judged and there will be places awarded from 1 – 5 with up to 4 Highly Commended images. Winning images (for clarity, those placed 1-5) will qualify for the overall picture of the year (POTY) competition.

20th January 2026 Competition 3: 
(Hand-in date 6th January 2026)

· Creative Prints are images that go beyond documentation of what is seen in front of the lens. It might include images taken with a specific technique such as intentional camera movement or multiple exposure and/or it might include different post-processing techniques such as composite photography.  It's about conveying message, telling a story, or evoking emotion through artistic interpretation

· Open dpi to include any genre 

Up to two entries may be submitted for each section of the competition (print and digital) giving a maximum of 4 entries. No more than 2 images are permissible for each section. The competition will be externally judged and there will be places awarded from 1 – 5 with up to 4 Highly Commended images. Winning images (for clarity, those placed 1-3) will qualify for the overall picture of the year (POTY) competition.

17th February 2026: Competition 4:
(Hand-in date 3rd February 2026)

· Open Print to include any genre
· Architecture dpi 

Up to two entries may be submitted for each section of the competition (print and digital) giving a maximum of 4 entries. No more than 2 images are permissible for each section. The competition will be externally judged and there will be places awarded from 1 – 5 with up to 4 Highly Commended images. Winning images (for clarity, those placed 1-5) will qualify for the overall picture of the year (POTY) competition.

10th March 2026: Challengers
(Hand-in date 24th February 2026)

Entry to this competition is restricted to members who have not had an image placed (1st – 5th) in any MSCC competition this club year. It is an open to all genres.

For this competition, up to three digital entries may be submitted. Entries are judged by Club Mentors who will award placings from 1st to 5th place and offer a discretionary number of Highly Commended awards.  Winning images (for clarity, those placed 1-5) will qualify for the overall picture of the year (POTY) competition.

17th March 2026 The Dawn Pallant Memorial Trophy: The Battle of the Sexes Team Competition 
(Hand-in date 3rd March 2026)

This is a fun team competition between the ladies and gentlemen of the club to win the Dawn Pallant Memorial Trophy. The winning team will be awarded rosettes which they will keep. The competition will run similarly to the way in which the Battles are run with each image being randomly presented from both teams and given a score out of 20. Teams are ranked based on their total score. The competition will be externally judged. Places will also be awarded from 1 – 5 with up to 4 Highly Commended images. Winning images (for clarity, those placed 1-5) will qualify for the overall picture of the year (POTY) competition.

How it will work: 

· Each of the teams will have a team captain whose job it will be to co-ordinate entries for the competition
· Each team will enter 30 digital images in total 
· There are no restrictions on subject matter
· Images should be in standard Club Competition format 
· There is a need to balance inclusion with practicality taking account of the number of lady and gentleman members, and also a sense check against how many of those are active in competitions. Nearer the time, we will look at the average number of entries to competitions for ladies and gentlemen over the past 2 years and base numbers of images allowed per author with analysis. For example, previously 
· Ladies Team entries contained a maximum of 4 images per author with at least 8 authors represented.
· Gentleman Team entries contained a maximum of 3 images per author with at least 12 authors represented.
· At least 10 images from the team’s selection shall not have been previously entered in a Club competition
· Any image which is eligible for the POTY Competition (i.e., has been placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd, 4th or 5th in a Club Competition this season) is NOT eligible for selection.  HCs awarded this competition year are however acceptable
· Winning images (for clarity, those placed 1-5) will qualify for the overall picture of the year (POTY) competition.
21stth April 2026 Picture of the Year (POTY)
(Hand-in date 7th April 2026)

This competition is for entries that have been placed in each of the following:
Competition 1-4, digital - 1st to 5th place
Competition 1-4 print – 1st to 5th place
Challengers’ competition - 1st to 5th place
The Titchener competition (print)1st to 5th places
The Titchener competition (dpi)1st to 5th places
The Dawn Pallant Memorial Trophy 1st to 5th place images.

For this competition:
Placed entries will automatically be included in this competition (unless the photographer asks for their image to be withdrawn)
Entries are externally judged.

Awards are made for Best Monochrome Print, Best Colour Print, Best Monochrome Digital, Best Colour Digital and 
overall Best Picture of the Year. 




Carolyn Moore
Internal Competitions Secretary 
September 2025
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